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of men many of whom I well knew, in spite of their anxiety
to use me at the moment, were exceedingly anxious to limit
that use before elections with the understanding that I
should have no say afterwards.

"I have on every occasion this year praised everything I
conscientiously could of both Taft and the Congress, and I
have never said a word in condemnation of either, strongly
though I have felt. Very possibly circumstances will be
such that I shall support Taft for the Presidency next
time; but this is not a point now necessary for decision, and
if I do support him it will be under no illusion and simply
as being the best thing that the conditions permit."

At the elections in November, 1910, the Democrats were
victorious in all parts of the country, carrying New York
State by a majority of 67,000, thus confirming Boosevelt's
prediction in his letter to Senator Lodge, on September 12,
1910, quoted above. In the Outlook of November 19, 1910,
Eoosevelt published this announcement:

"On every hand, personally and by correspondence, I
have been asked to make a statement regarding the election.
So far as I am concerned, I have nothing whatever to add
to or to take away from the declaration of principles which
I have made in the Ossawatomie speech and elsewhere, East
and West, during the past three months. The fight for
progressive popular government has merely begun, and
wiU certainly go on to a triumphant conclusion in spite of
initial checks and irrespective of the personal success or
failure of individual leaders.''

Writing to me, at Panama, on November 21, 1910, he
outlined freely the elements which had entered into the
election, giving his reasons for the course he had pursued
and Ms views of the effect that the result would have upon
his political future:

"I faced a situation where there was no 'best course';,
it was merely a choice between courses, all of them unsatis-
factory. I think I took the only course that was right, and